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The Preface. 


E that ſhall ſcriouſly conſider with what 
violence and fury a Regular Ad- 


miſſion into the Sacred Miniſtry, 
has been attacqued by Men of different 
Principles, can bardly think ſuch a Diſcourſe as 
the following, to be eit her needleſs or unſea- 
ſonable : For, there are ſome who flatly deny 
the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of the Miniſtry its 
ſelf, and the Diſtinction of Paſtors from the 
Flock. Others not being duly apprehenſpve of 
the Weightineſs of the Work, or of thoſe Quali- 
fications which are neceſſary to a ſucceſsful 
Diſcharge of it, have violated that good Order 
that God has eſtabliſhed in his Church, by lea- 
ving the Miniſtry of the Goſpel open to all 
Intruders. Thus, many Ionorant 
(but conceited) Men inverting the 2 Cor. 4. 
Apoſtles Words, Who is ſuffici- 
ent for theſe things; And being encouraged 
by ſome weak and giddy People, have with 4 
daring boldneſs, invaded an Office to which 
they were never called, and undertaken a Work 
for which their (hameful Bungling ſhews they 
were never tolerably qualified. 

This pernicious Praftice has not only been 
| patroxiz'd by thoſe who are tainted with the 
vile Principles of the Socinians; but by many 
who have ſucked in the ſilly Tenets of the An- 
tinomians. © Nay, ſome that are otherwiſe ſound 
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in the Faith, and of blameleſs Curverſations, 
have yet given too much Countename to theſe 
bold Uſurpations. 

It was chiefly for the ſake of ſuch woll- 
meaning, but deluded Chriſtians, that my wor- 
thy Friend, the Author of this Sermon, was 
perſwaded to publiſh to the World, what he at 
firſt bad only preached to a private Congrega- 
tion. And I hope, that as he has ſolidly and 
udicionſly expoſed the Sinfulneſs and great 
iſchiets of ſuch irregular Principles, ſo it 
may (by God's Bleſſing) be effeitual to open 
the Eyes of many who have been too indifferent 
in enquiring about the Commiſſion of thoſe to 
whom they commit the Conduct of their Souls. 
Beſides, it may ſerve to ſtop the mouths of 
ſuch uncharitable Clergy-men as Mr. D-—n 
and others of the ſame ſpiteful temper, who un- 
fairly charge the main Body of Proteſtant Diſſ- 


enters, with the Diſorders of 4 Few, who are 
unjuſtly ranked amongſt , and whoſe Princi- 


ples we as much deteſt as the moſt Zealous 
among themſelves. 

But we are attacqued yet mith greater Con- 
| Bdence, by more conſiderable Adverſaries than 
the former: More Conſiderable I ſay, not for 
the ſtrength of their Arguments, but for the 
Greatneſs of their N „ and the plauſible 
pretence of Antiquity, Theſe not only aſſert 
| the neceſſity of a Regular Ordination, but make 
the Impoſition of the Dioceſan's Hand eſſential 
o the Sacred Miniſtry, and deny the validity 
of our Call, who were ordained only by => 

han 
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hands of Presbyters. Thus, we are conſtrained 


to defend our ſelves againſt two Extreams ; with 
one Hand, to guard the Pulpit Door againf# 
the Intruſion of ignorant Pretenders ;, and with 
the other, to prevent our beine thruſt out our 
ſelves. However, theſe cur Antagoniſts are not 


fo formidable, hut that we hope to defend om 
ſelves ſtill again them, as we have h«theito 


done, by Scripture and Reaſon. 

The New Teſtament tells ur, * AS 6. 
That the Deacons were ord- I ASS 13. 1, 2. 
ned by the Apoſtles & only, no 1 * 
other Churc i -Oſicers having then & Tit. 1. 3. 
a Being. | Paul and Barnabas 
had hands laid an them by Prophets and 


Teachers a: Antioch. | Timothy an Evan- 


geliſt, was Ordained by a Presbytery : And 


perhaps the Apoſtle Paul concurred as 4 Pre- 
ſident of it. Biſhops were Ordained in Crete 
by Titus @ alone, (a+ is probable) there bein 
no others mention'd as joining with him. Pref. 
byters always had a hand in Ordi- 
{Form of er. nation, when they were preſent. 
dering Prieſts. The Church of England | requires 
the Prieſts (i. e. Presbyters) that 
are preſent, to lay on their hands as well as the 
Biſhop. Ordination then, according to Scrip- 
ture, and the Judgment of the Church of En- 


gland, is what belongs to the Presbyter s Office 


as well as to that of the Biſhop. If it be ſaid 
the Presbyters cannot do it without the Biſhop, 
1 anſwer, Nor the Biſbop (ordinarily) without 
the Presbyters, * to the Church's Order. 

| 2 Nor 


The PREFACE. 


Nor therefore, can Ordination by Presbyters 
alone, be eſteemed invalid (tho' it ſhould be 
gramed to be irregular) for want of a Bi- 
ſhop's Concurrence, no more than that by a Ri- 
ſhop without Presbyters ;, the this alſo would be 
a breech of the Church's Order, If a Biſhop 
may ſometimes (according to our Adverſaries) 
find it neceſſary to Ordain, when a Candidate 
makes a Regular Claim, he‘ nm Presbyters 
can or Will be preſent ; by as good reaſon Pres- 

ters may, and ought to Ordain in the like 
Circumſtances, tho* no Biſhop can or will give 
his Conſent, or join in that ſolemn Action. Nom, 
this is our Caſe. | 

For, tho a Perſon be never ſo well qualified 
for this Office, tho a Congregation or Pariſh, 
deſire never ſo earneſtly bis Labours, and hum - 
bly require the Biſhop of the Dioceſs to inveſt 
him with the Sacred Office, (which they ought 
to do, when neither Immorality, groſs Errors, 
or Inſufficiency, can be laid to his Charge) yet 
**;s poſſible he may be rejected, r 
all tkis, What then ſhall be done? SH the 
People tamely yield up their Right to chuſe 
them a Paſtor? Or ibe Perſon Choſen, tho 
he be moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
him this Office, and has devoted himſelf bear- 
tily to it, from a ſincere Love to Chrift, and 
the Souls of Men, must he forego his Claim, 
ho it was never diſprowd? Or if the Biſhop 
(who has nothing here to do but to examine 
whether the Claim be good) ſhould refuſe to 


Ordain him, meerly becauſe he will not ſubmit 
. 4 6 to 
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10 Unſcriptural Impoſitions, muſt the Pr J 
ters be a to do their Duty, and baſely 
| 3 
tray the Liberties of the Church? If = pre- 

tend to impoſe upon Chriſtian People other Terms 
of Communion, or on Candidates of the Mi- 
niſtry, other Conditions of Admiſſion than what 
Chriſt has appointed in his V ord, let them 

their Commiſſion, for the Plea of Liberty 
15 always good, till thoſe who would abridge it, pro- 
duce good Warrant to empower them ſo to do. 
The Pretence of the Church's Power to Or- 
dain Rites and Ceremonies, has not been 
prov'd by thoſe that make it, They neither tell s 
plainly what rhoſe Rites and Ceremonies are, 
which they ſay they have Power to Ordain; nor 
are they agreed in whoſe hands this Power is 
lodged. The Firſt is neceſſary to be done, that 
we may know the Extent of their Authority, 
and of our Obligation to Obedience; the Latter 
is no leſs needful, that we may know whom we 
are to Obey for Conſcience ſake. 

This is part of what we might plead for our 
ſelves, on ſuppolition that ordinarily and re- 
gularly Presbyters (hould not Ordain, but in Con- 
currence with, and Subornation to the Biſhops, 
AS ſuperior Officers. But indeed, we deny the 


New Teſt ament for any other Officers Phil. 1. 1. 
than theſe; no Command given 10 


Atis 20, 
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the Churches to obey any other Succeſſors of the 
Hpoſtles than theſe. (Indeed, if the Apoſtles 
mut have other Succefſors beſides * — 
for the ſame reaſon ought Evangeliſts and Pro- 
phets #90.) No other Officers ſaluted by Paul 
in the Church of Philippi, than theſe; to no 
other than theſe did * Paul leave 
Acts 20. the Government of the Church of 
Epheſus, (tho Timothy the pre- 
tended Biſhop, was then preſem ) when at his De- 
ture be thought he ſhould ſee their Face no more, 
Ordination and jurisdiction, which are by Pre- 
tatifts appropriated to Dioceſans, have been (and 
therefore ſtill may be) better manag ed by a Coledge 
of Presbyters without a Biſhop, than by a Biſhop 
without Presbyters. Schiſm has thriv*d more un- 
der Epiſcopacy than under Presbytery; and the 
trae Ends of Eccleſia(tical Diſcipline better an- 
fwered under the Latter than under the Former. 
But I have almo#t excteded the Limits alloned 
me. Teo conclude, I heartily concur with the una- 
nimous Opinion of the reft of y Brethren of this 
Aſſociation, who nhen they heard the following 
Sermon, de fir d its Publication, I have carefully 
perus d and approve of it, as written with great 
Judgment and Plainneſs, and for that Reaſon, as 
well as its Brevity, earneſtly recommend it to ſuch 
Chriſtians as would neither diſown the true Mis 
niſters of Chriſt, for want of Human Formali- 
ties, nor wilfully encourage theſe that run before 


they are ſent. 


Nov. 16. 1795. | 
Uxb? James Waters. 
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Rom. X. 15. 
And bow ſhall they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent ? 


HEN it was aſſigned for my 
Work, to Preach on the oc- 
caſion of this Solemn Meeting, I ſoon 
reſolved to diſcourſe on the neceſſity 
of a Regular Miſſion to the Miniſtry ; 
by Regular, I mean that which is ac- 
cording to the Rule of God's Word: 
As for Humane Canons, if they agree 


bow with the Sacred Scriptures, let thoſe 


that made them, value them as they 
pleaſe, and defend them from juſt con- 
tempt if they can: Thanks be toGod, 
we are not obliged to regard them. 
The Words I have read are a-proper 


therein, together with what preceeds, 


Foundation for ſuch a Diſcourſe : For, 


the Apoſtle propounds an elegant and 
onvincing Argument to prove the ne- 
eſſity of a regular and authoriſed Mi- 

B niſtry, 


| whom they have not heard ? And how 


The manner in which the Apoſtle pro- 


2 The Neceſſity of 4 Regular 
niſtry, ir» order to Salvation. Thus, he 
2rguecs ; 'Tis the Will of God, who is 
Lord over all, and rich in Mercy, that 


| Jew and Gentile ſhould be ſaved: In 


order wherennto, tis neceſſary that 
they call upon the name of the Lord; 
and that they may do fo, they muſt 
believe on him; and before they 
can do this, they muſt hear of him: 
And that they may hear of- him, 
there muſt be a Preacher: And no 
one ought to preach until he be ſent, 
Read the Apoſtle's own Words. Rom, 
10. 12, 15. There is no diffe- 
rence between the Jew and the Greek: 
For, the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto 
all that call upon him. For, whoſoever 
ſhall call upon the name of the Lord ſhall 
be ſaved. How then then ſhall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? 


And how ſhall they believe in him of 


ſtall they hear without a Preacher? And 
how (hall they preach except they be ſent* 


pounds this Argument, is not only ve-| 
ry elegant, but very convincing too; 
for not only is each Part thereof cloſe- 


of 
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ly and neceſſarily connected to the 
other; like a Chain that is by ſo much 
the ſtronger, by how much the Links 
thercof are ncarer, and well faſtened 
to each other. But each Sentence, be- 
ing propounded by way of Queſtion, 
docs import a more vehement aſſerting 
what he intends to prove; and the 
meaning may be this, that it would be 
2 wonder if any Man ſhould deny, or 
ſo much as doubt of the whole, or any 
part of this Reaſoning. | 

That I may not be miſ-underſtood, 
at the Entrance of my Diſcourſe, when 
I fay the Apoſtle's Deſign is to prove 
the Necelſety of a regular and authori- 
ſed Miniſtry, in order to Salvation, I 
would not be thought to ſay, that all 
Men muſt nnavoidably periſh that want 
it ; or that God never did, or will fave 
any by extraordinary Methods; much 
leſs, that the want of ſo leſſer mat- 
ters, relating to the Miſſſön of a Mini- 


ſter of the Goſpel, does nullify his 


Adminiſtrations; eſpecially, if thefe 


Matters are but circumſtantial, ' and 


queſtioned, as tb their Lawfulneſs, or 
Fxpedtency ; and more eſpecially, if in 
2 2 reality 
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reality, they have no other, or better 
Foundation than humane contrivance, 
Autharity and Practice, tho' never fo | 
ancient; leaſt of all do I mean, that 
thoſe are therefore in a loſt condition, 
that do with a true Faith, call upon 
the Name of the Lord, as they are 
taught by the Word of God, becauſe 
they attend upon the Miniſtrations of 
thoſe Perſons, who, they believe, are 
regularly authoriſed to the Work and 
Office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, but 
indeed are not. Theſe, and ſuch like, 
are uncharitable and dividing Notions; 
without any Fonndation in Scripture, 
or Reaſon, and unſuitable to the Rule 
and Temper of Chriſtianity : They are 
only the Bruta Fulmina of a Party, to 
create a needleſs Fear, that ſo they 
may enſlave the Minds and Conſciences 
of Men, and then, with more eaſe, make 
a Property af the whole Man. There 
are ſeveral Vorts and Degrees of Ne- 


ceſſity; and my meaning is, that this 
regular and authoriſed Miniſtry is ordi- 
narily neceſſary, as an outward mean; 
the Neglect, or bare Omiſſion of which, 


is very faulty, and the Contempt — 
2 


/ 
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of is very dangerous; where it can be 


had, it ought to be had; where it cannot 
be had; whatever the Infelicity may be, 


the Fault is much leſſened; it indeed 


there be any Crime at all, tho' one hve 


without it. | 


Let us more diſtintly conſider the 
words of my Text, How ſhall they preach, 
except they be ſent? The Word here ren- 
dred to preach, and which is often uſed 
in Scripture, to denote the ſame thing 
here. intended, fignifies, faith Aretius, 
Maxima cum Majeſtate ſum- * are. in 
ma conſtantia, et animi liberta- Tim. 4.2. 
te clariſſime et apertiſſume, aliquid denun- 
ciare : Sumpta enim eſt Metaphora a pre-+ 
conibus Principumet Regum. To preach 
the Word, or Goſpel, is not only to 
diſcourſe,or debate abour Spiritual and 
Divine Things, as private Chriſtians 
may, and ſhould do; but tis an Act of 
Authority, belonging to, a particular 
Office, and ſignifies the proclaiming of 
the Mind and Will of God, with Plain- 
eſs, and Freedom, and Boldneſs: As an 
Herald, or Embaſſador, declares the will 
of his Prince, in whoſe Name he comes, 
and in whoſe Room he ſtands. There- 

B 3 fore 
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fore St. Paul, ſpeaking of himſelf, and 
thoſe to whom is committed the Mini- 
ſtry of Reconciliation, thus expreſſeth 
himſelf. Now then, We are Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as though God did beſcech you 
by us : We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be 
ye reconciled to God. 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
And if this be the Work of a Preach- 
er, well may the Apoſtle ſuy. How 
ſhall he preach, except he be /cut> Who 
ſees not the Neceſſity of a Miſſion, and 
ſuch as is Divine, that may warrant and 
authoriſe him thatundertakes the Work, 
to ſpeak in the Name of God, and act 
in the Room of Chriſt, The Word 
mentioning this Miſſion my Text ſpeaks 
of, is that from whence the Word 
Apoſile is derived; not that all Preachers 
of the Goſpel muſt have the ſame pe- 
culiar Miſſion, or be veſted with the 
fame uthority the immediate Apoſtles 
of Chriſt had. Yet ſaithChamier, it ſigniſies 
arii tere cum poteſtate et authoritate aliqua. 
It muſt be an Authoritative Miſſion, or 
elſe 'tis not ſuitable to the Work the 
Perſon is ſent to perform: It muſt bear 
ſome Reſemblance to the Commiſſion 
of an Herald, or the Credentials of an 
Embaſſador. Now, 


* 


Aliſſion to the Miniſtry. | 7 
Now, this Divine Miſſion is two-fold, 


either internal and from God more im- 
mediately, or external, and from God 
more immediately; and both of theſe 
are requilite, or neceſſary, before any 


Man ſhould preach. Ill therefore ſpeak 


' ſomething to each of theſe, but chictly 


inſiſt on the latter of them 

I. Tis requiſite, or neceflary, there 
ſhould be an Internal Miſbon from God, 
m ire immedliatlelyj- By which I mean 


| God's inward and effectual incliningthe 


Soul, or calling any | erſon io under- 


| take the Office, .and perform the Work 


of a Preacher. This I intimate, to be 
more immediately from God: For, tis 


very obſerveable how differently Men's 


minds are inclined to the various Cal- 
lings and Employments of Life: Not 
only is it evident, that ſome Perſons, even 
in their Youth, or Childhood, are natu- 
rally more adapted to one Buſineſs than 
another, but alſo that they are more in- 
clined thereto: And this is not wholly 
owing to Education, tho' I grant tis 
many Times forwarded thereby ; how- 


ever, moſt certainly, tis under the di- 


rection and Influence of that overru- 
B 4 ling 
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ling Providence, which determines the 
: Bounds of all Mens Habitati- 
AS17-25 „. This Matter ſhould be 
religiouſly obſerved by Parents, and 
thoſe who have the Care and diſpoſal 
of Youth: For,as nothing is done well, 
invita Minerve ; nor is he likely to ſuc- 
ceed in any Buſineſs, who is pur to it 
contrary to his Geni and Inclination - 
So, eſpecially, in this great Work of 
preaching, he is like to make a very poor 
proficiency, who enters upon it with a 
Diſlike, or without a Deſire thereto. 
The Apoſtle therefore ſpeaks of deſering 
the Office of an Elder or 

1 Tim. 3. 1. Biſhop. And where this is 
wanting, we may ſafely 

ſay, There is no Divine Miſhon ; for, 
'tis not to be ſuppoſed God will em- 
ploy any againſt their will, or.however 
their Inclination may be at firſt, that 
he ſhould not overcome their unwill- 
ingneſs; as he did, even in thoſe ex- 
traordinary Caſes of Moſes, who was 
backward to goto Pharaoh, Exod. 4. 13. 
And Jonah, who was unwilling at firſt 
to go to Nineveb. However, tis ordina- 
ry Caſes I am ſpeaking of; and again 
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Miſſion to the Miniſtry. 9 
I ſay, this Rule holds good, That no 
Man is ſent of God to preach, who 
does not (and that upon good Grounds, 
and with good Ends) deſire the Office, 
and deſign to do the work. And this 
ſeems to be owned by all Churches, 
who therefore enquire concerning this 
internal Miſſion, before they give an 
external one : In particular, the Church 
of England requires, That ſuch as offer 
themſelves to be Ordained, be firſt ask- 
ed, Whether they are moved by the 

Holy Ghoſt to take Orders; and that 
an Anſwer be made in the Affirmative. 

Tis no valid Objection againſt this, 
or any other good Rule, That bad Men 
may abuſe it. Tho' ſome may pervert 
it, to countenance Enthuſiaſm, or en- 
courage their groundleſs pretences, the 
thing I am ſpeaking of, is not to be 
diſowned or denied, but the Abuſe 
vented; and in order thereto, con- 
er further, this Internal Miſſion is 
either extraordinary or ordinary. 

That which is Extraordinary, was 
more peculiar to the Prophets and In- 
fpired Men of old, and is not to be 
expected now, becauſe not ſo needful: 


1 
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I will not ſay tis never afforded, leſt I 
ſay more than can be proved ; but 'tis 
not to be expected, becauſe not pro- 
miſed. The Prophets of old time, 
were called by extraordinary Methods 
ſometimes, and had, no doubt, full 
ſatisfaction of their Miſſion, which it 
ean't be expected we ſhould eaſily ac- 
count for; and 'tis no {141i difficulty 
to know how the Prophets ſometimes 
did evidence that they were ſent of 


God, before the accompliſhment of 


what they foretold, eſpecially, where 
the undeniable proof of Miracles was 
not given as a Seal, as was the Caſe of 
Iſaiah, and Micah, and Jeremiab, and 
Fonah, before he was ſwallowed by 
the Whale. It is likely they were 
owned as Prophets, becauſe they came 
out of the Schools of the Prophets; or 
becauſe they ſpake with a peculiar Free- 
dom, Majeſty, and Efficacy ; or becay{ 
they explain'd the Law, and reprove 
for Sin, and the like, in a manner moſt 
convincing to the Conſciences of Men, 
and delivered ſuch things as *twas moſt 
fafe, to be ſure, for the People to ob- 
ſerve. What other ſecret pag” 4x 
there 


| 
| 


Miſſ.on to the Miniſtry. Is: 
there might be of their extraordinary 
Miſſion, accompanying their Prophe- 
cys, we are ſtrangers to; but undoubt- 
edly, they themſelves were able infalli- 
bly to diſcern the Voice of God call- 

ing of them, and ſpeaking to and by 
them. This is not to be expected by 
any of us, and therefore I procecd to 
conſider, 

The more ordinary Internal Miſſion 
of God; and this is neceſſary before 
any one ſhould preach, or have an Ex- 
ternal Miſſion, or Authority given him 
ſo to do: Nor is it enough for any 
Man to ſay, he is ſtrongly inclin'd to, 
and greatly deſirous of this Work, to 
prove he is ſo inclined of Cod. Tis 
true, one would think the work is ſo 
great, that no conſiderate Perſon would 
boldly venture on it, or pretend to it, 
who is not inclined of God; yet the 
| Office is really ſo good, that many are 

deſirous of it, who cannot give a good 
Evidence their deſire is of God, by 
| giving good proof they are qualified for 
the work, and have an opportunity to 
perform it ; For the proof therefore * 

| this 
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this Internal Miſſion from God, two 
Things are very requiſite. 


I. That he who pretends thereto, do 
make it appear, he is qualified for that 
Work he ſaith he is called unto. What 
theſe Qualifications be, I may mention 
before I conclude; ſome of them at 
leaſt, if not all: Tho' I ſhall not have 
Time to expatiate on any of them. I 
do not ſay, that all Preachers ſhould have 
the ſame Qualifications equally alike as 
to degree; no, There are diverſities of 
| Cor. 12. Gifts of the ſame Spirit. As 
the Apoſtle tells us, which 
is true of the more ordinary, and con- 
ſtantly neceſſary ones, as well as of 
the extraordinary and temporary ones 
he ſpeaks of. Yet certainly, tis abſurd 
to ſappoſe any are ſent of God, toper- 
form this or any Work, for which they 
have no tolerable Fitneſs or Furniture. 
Let a Man's Pretences be never ſo great, 
and he ſay it never ſo often, that he 
is ſent of God, if he be unqualified, 
tis no more than a meer Say ſo; and 
we may, with a little alteration, ap- 
ply thoſe ſharp Words of St. James Ls 

enis 
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this Man, by which he ſeverely repre- 
hends the Pretenders to Faith in his 

Days, who could not give the neceſſa- 
ry Evidence of good Works. What 
doth it profit, my Brethren, tho a Man 
ſay he hath Faith, and have not Works, 
can Faith ſave him? Tea, a Man may 
fay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have Works ; 
ſbem me thy Faith without Works, and I 
will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. 
James 2. 14. 18. This Particular 
ought to be much regarded, for they 
are moſt in danger of abuſing the Do- 
ctrine of an Inward Call, or Miſhon to 
the Miniſtry, and that with the neglect, 
or contempt of the External one, who 
have no tolerable fitneſs for the Work, 
and are conſcious, if they ſought for 
an outward Miſſion, would be rejected. 
Indeed, ſuch is their Ignorance, and fo 
many blunders do they make, that they 
may well be aſhamed of their Work, 
and would be a diſcredit to thoſe that 
ſent them; and therefore, are not ſent 
or approved of God, becauſe not Work- 
men that need not be aſhamed, 2 Tim. 
2. 15, 


2. 'Tis 
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2. Tis further requiſite, (at leaſt in 
ordinary Caſ-t, and of ſuch only I am 
ſpeaking) that it appear there be an 
opportunity given tor the pertormance 
of that VVork any Man ſaith he is 
called, or ſent of God unto. As 'tis 
abſurd to ſuppoſe God calls a Man to 
any VVork he is not fit to perform, fo 
tis little better, to ſuppole God has 
oe any one ability for, and called 

im to the performance of any VVork, 


and not afforded opportunity for the 


doing of it. I know it may be reply'd 
to this, That there is always need of 


Preachers, and Work enough for more 


than are employed; That a Miniſter of 


. the Goſpel is fent as a Miniſter to the 


Catholick Church; and that in ſom: 
Caſes, 'tis not neceflary a Man ſhould 
have a certain preſent Proſpect of ſtated | 
and ſettled Work, in a particular Con. 
gregation. 
But to all this, I anſwer, That God 
does not ſend his Miniſters now in the 
ſame manner, and with ſuch unlimited 
Commiſſion, or to ſuch general and 
extenſive Work, as he did the immedi- 
2tc 


e 2. dd boat 
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ate Apoſtles of Chriſt. He does not or- 
dinarily ſend them to preach and act 
as Miniſters, without knowing to, or with 
whom; without ſome reaſonable 
ſpe in view, that their Labours will be 
deſired. and may be uſeful: And there- 
fore, 'tis a good Rule to prevent many 
Miſchiets, w ich otherwiſe might enſue, 
that none be ordain'd, as the Phraſe i is, 
fine titulo, The polile Jude deſcribes 
falſe Teachers, as by other Characters, ſo 
0 this! hraſe. 1 bey are wandring Stars, 

And theſe too often are like zhe 
3 If aves of the Sea, foaaring ont 
their own ſhame, 

Upon the whole, therefore, were this 
believed and regarded more by Mi- 
ſters and People to0, big. That ordinari- 
iy, they are vain Pretenders to an in- 

ward Call or Mithon from Eod, to the 
Work or Office of the Miniſtry, who 
arc unfit for the Work, or have no 
portunity to perform it, there would be 
be leſs occafion than now, alas, there is, 
to complain of ignorant and unſettled 
Intruders, who corrupt the Word, diſ- 
credit. ſacred Inſtitutions, and do vaſt 
damage to the Souls of Men. 


oor: Il. Be- 
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II. Befides this internal Miſſion, tis 
requiſite there be an extera! one, from 
God more mediately, or by the Hands 
of Men, according to divine Appoint- 


ment; which therefore is from God. 


This external Miſſion is alſo extraordi- 
nary, or ordinary. 

That which is extraordinary, falls not 
under our Care, or Conſideration, ſuch for 
Inſtance, as was that of the Twelve Apo- 
ſtles, and Seventy Diſciples, who were 
called and ſent by the Mouth of Chriſt 
himſelf, when he was upon Earth. And 
ſuch as was that of St. Faul, when he 
was ſent by a Voice from Heaven, 
which ſaid, as he tells us, Depart, for 
I will ſend thee far hence unto the Gen- 
AR: 32 21. files, The Call of Matthias 

by Lot, ſeems extraordinary, 
and not to be imitated by us. If none 
were to preach but ſuch as are ſent, 
in ſuch manner as theſe were ſent, 
none muſt preach at all; becauſe tis 
not to be expected, we ſhonld have a 


Voice from Heaven, who have a more 


1 ſure word, to which, as our 
by * „19, Rule, we ſhould take heed, 


of, 
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Tis the more Ordinary external Miſe 
fion that I am therefore to ſpeak further 
of, and I will Firſt, explain what is to 
be underſtood thereby, and Secondly, 
prove the Neceſſity thereof. 

| Firſt, | will explain what is to be 
; underſtood by this ordinary external 
Miſſion, which is requiſite, before any 
Man ought to preach. And this is 
commonly known by the Name of 
ORDINATION:. which VVord, 
therefore, I ſhall often uſe, in the 
remaining part of this Diſcourſe. VVe 
often find mention made of being 
Ordained Apoſtles, Preachers, and El- 
ders, in Scripture, and the word is ap- 
ply'd to the very thing before us. Not 
only were the 'Trieſts under the Law 
Ordained. but Chriſt Ordained Twelve 
to be with him: And when one of theſe 
Twelve, by Tranſ(greſſion, fell, St. Peter 
tells the reſt of the Apoſtles, t was re- 
quiſite another ſhould be Ordained, to 
be 2 VVitneſs with them, of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection: St. Paul ſaith he was 
Ordair'd to be a Preacher, and an Apo- 
ſtle. VVe read, the Apoſtles Ordained 
Q _ Elders 
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Elders in every Church: Titus was left 
in Crete, for this very end, That he 
ſhould Ordain Elders in every City.“ 
By this Ordination, the Perſon Ordai- 
ned, is appointed and conſtituted a 
Miniſter, or Freacher of the Goſpel, 
and 1s ſolemnly admitted to, and in- 
veltcd in that Sacr2d Office of a Prea- 
cher. 

Further to explain this Matter, 1 


will briefly ſhew you who are to be the 


 Ordainers, and in what manner this C.- 
dinaticn ought to be performed: And 
herein ſhall walk by Scripture Light and 
Rule, which certainly is ſufficient ; for 
tis as great a diſparagement to theſe 


Sacred Oracles, to ſuppoſe they are 


dark and unintelligable, as to ſuppoſe 
they are doubtful and uncertain. And 


it ſeems hard to conceive how they 


ſhould carry with them, their own 
Evidence, to warrant our Faith, if 


I» £ 
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t. Then we are to enquire who are 
to be the Ordainers : And here an op- 
portunity offers, to enter upon a large 
and angry Controverſy,a Matter which 
is made difficult by the warm and vo- 
luminous Writings of Men of different 
Intereſts and Perſwaſions, many of 


; whom ſeem to have read and uſed the 
' Scriptures, to make them ſpeak as they 
| thought, rather than to form their no- 


tions according to what is therein con- 
tained, Four things to me ſeem moſt 
plain, from the peruſal of the Scrip- 
tures, in relation to what lies before us. 

1. That the People, or Community 


jof private Chriſtians, have no warrant 


to perform this VVork. That they 


onght no more to ordain themſelves a 


Miniſter, than that a Man ſhould 


preach, without being Ordain'd at all. 
The People indeed, may chooſe which 


of thoſe who are Ordained, ſhall preach 


to them: This ſeems as neceſſarily to 


belong to them, as that they ſhould. 


chooſe who ſhall be their Phyſician, or 
Lawyer ; and 'tis an Injury done to 
them, if they are deprived of Liberty 
of choice or conſent, in this matter. 


2 Nay, 
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Nay, they may propound one to thoſe 


whoſe Work it is to Ocdain, ſignifying | 


their deſire, if it be thought fit, that 
he ſhould be Ordained: And thus we 
find the Apoſtles ſaid to the multitude 
of the Diſciples, aſſembled together. 
Acts 6. 3. Brethren, look TE out among 
jour ſelves, ſuch whom 1V E may appoint, 
or ordain. This indeed was ſpoken, 


with reference to the Deacons then ap- 


pointed, the nature of whoſe Office I | 
will not now, at large, enquire into; 


only from the place mentioned, the 
main Deſign of their Inſtitution ſeems 
to be, for to take care of the Poor, and 


the diſtribution of Charity: Tis plain, 
their VVork was inferiour to that of 


preaching. Therefore, they were choſen 


that the Apoſtles might not leave 
the Word of God and ſerve Tables: But 


being eaſed by their Aſſiſtance, night 


give themſelves continually to Prayer, and 
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And as their VVork was 


| 
( 
| 
( 
C 


[ 
inferiour, ſo was their Office too; 1% f 

ſuch of them as uſed their Office, well pur- j 
Amn chaſed to themſelves a good n 


degree, i. e. were uſually 
advanced 


| 


. 
% 


Miſſion to the Miniſtry. 21 


advanced to the higher Order, or 
Office of an Elder, or Biſhop. Now, 
if the People might not Ordain, or 
themſclves appoint theſe Deacons, cer- 
tainly they could not ordain an Elder 
or Biſhop. 
Indeed, we find nothing that inti- 
mates this power was ever committed 
to the Pcople, nor ſhould it be uſurped 


by them, nor can it be well performed 


by them. For a multitude to go about 
this work, would breed confulion; and 
if a part only undertake it, that part 


| ſhould ſhew by what right they ſet up 


themſclves and exclude others; it may 
be, the greater part. And the gene- 
rality of the People, we know, are un- 
able to examine, and very unfit to judge 


concerning the Learning, and Ortho- 
doxy, and other Qualifications, requi- 


ſite to be in him that ought to be Or- 
dained: Tho' 'tis true, they may diſ- 
cern whoſe Gifts and Qualifications are 


more particularly adapted to their Ca- 


ſes and Circumſtances. Beſides, it is 
incongruous, if not abſurd, in the very 


nature of the thing, That any one, or 


3 more, 
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more, ſhould appoint, or Ordain ano- 
ther to an Office, when they themſelves 
are not in the ſame, or one that is ſu- 
perior, which Office has priviledges and 
powers for the performance of a work, 
theſe have not inherent in them, or 
can themſelves exerciſe, If it be ob- 
jected, how then can a Bilhop, or Bi- 
ſhops, Conſecrate an Arch-Biſhop ; or 
Cardinals, a Pope? I anſwer, All Pro- 


teſtants declare #hzs to be an abominable 


Uſurpation, and that not to be of Di- 
vine Original and Appointment; and 
there fore, what concerns the Conſecra- 
tion of the one or the other, need not 
much employ our Thoughts. 

2. The Scripture plainly informs us, 
that this Ordination ſhould be perfor- 
med by a Presbytery, or by a number 
of Biſhops, or Elders, met together 
for this End and Purpoſe, when ſuch 
an Aſſembly can be had. 

Thus, we find the Eleven Apoſtles 
were aſſembled in an upper Room, and 


other Diſciples, to the number of an 


Hundred and Twenty, were preſent, 
when Matthias was Ordained, in the 


Room of Judas the Traytor. Ad, 1. 


13, 


| 
. 


| 


. 
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13, 15. 22, 26. So we find the Twelve 
were aſſembled, and called the multi- 
tude of Diſciples to them, when the 
Deacons were Ordained. Ad, 6. 2, 3. 
In like manner, we find there were 
ſeveral h rophets and Teachers aſſein- 
bled at Antioch, when Barnabas and 
Saul were ſeparated, and ſent to that 
Work the Holy Ghoſt called them unto. 
Ad 13.1, 2, 3. Again, we find Paul 
and Barnabas concurred in the Ordaining 
Elders in every Church, which is men- 
tioned, Ad, 14. 23. Once more the 
4 poſtle informs us, that Timothy was 
Ordained with the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 
This is ſo manifeſt a Truth, that the 
greateſt Advocates for the lower of 
Ordinatioa to belong to a Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhop, ſuperior in Office, or Degree, to 
a Presbyrer, or Elder, do confeſs there 
muſt be more than one oi theſe, or 
ſome Presbyters, to concur in this 
Work. 

What Number of theſe Elders muſt be 
preſent, or how many muſt aſſemble to- 
gether for this Purpoſe, is no where de- 
termined, The Number we find was 
WS diffe- 
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different in the ſeveral Inſtances already 
mentioned: Nor is it ſo clear, in what 
Manner or Form, theſe muſt beaſſociated, 
ſo as to be properly a Presbytery. They 
muſt aſſemble together, at that time they 
perform this Workzand the more frequent 
and regular their other Aſſociations are, 
the more Service they may do the 
Church of God, and more uncxceptio- 
nable will this Work of theirs be. 
This Ordination ſhould be perform- 
ed by ſuch an aſſembly, I ſaid, where 
it can be had: If indeed there be no 
more than one Elder in an Iſland, as 
poſſibly, was the Caſe of Crete; we need 
not wonder the Apoſtle ſhould tell Titas, 
I left thee in Crete that thou ( in the ſin- 
uglar Number | ſhouldeſt ordain Elders in 
Ir 1. 3. ry City, as] had appointed thee. It 


is true, there were many Elders at 


Ep be ſus, where, tis ſuppoſed by ſome, that 


Timothy was, when St. Paul wrote his firſt 


Epiſtle to him, and yet in that 
Epiſtle, he cautions him thus: Lay 
Hand- (in the ſingular Number) ſuddenly 
on no Man. But to this, I reply, tis not 
certain that 7 :imothy was then at Ephe- 
ſs; and whatever ſome may think, he 

| was 


1 Tin.3.22, 
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was not conſtantly fixed there, but did 
often go to other Places; in ſome of 
which, tis like, the Goſpel was not 
preached, and where there were no 
Elders Ordained. However, tis not likely 
he would ordain any without the Concur- 
rence of other Elders, where they could 
be had ; who 5imſelf was not ordained, 
tho' by the Hands of St. Paul, 2 Ti. 1.6, 
But in concurrence with, or 25 Preſi- 
dent of a Presbytery, or Aſlembly of 
other Elders and Paſtors. 1 II. 4. 14. 

3. It appears from the Flaces alrea- 
dy mentioned, That, during the Abode 
of the Apoſtles on Earth, and other ex- 
traordinary Officers, as Prophets and 
Evangeliſts, when they were preſent, 
they always concurred in this Work of 
Ordination. 

'Tis true, we donot read in Scripture, 
of any Ordination performed without 
ſome of theſe ; becauſe, we read of 
none performed after their Death, or 
where they could not be had. And 
tis very fit, that where, or when they 
could be applyed unto, the Work ſhould 
not be done without them. Certainly, 
thoſe who plead moſt for the validity, 


yea, 
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yea, preference of that Ordination, 
which is performed by ordinary Offi- 
cers, and meer Presbyters, in our pre- 


ſent State, would very gladly have the 


Concurrence of the Apoſtles, and their 
Benediction, if they were alive, and 
could be ſought to; Yea, or {::ch Pro- 
phets as Niger, and Lucius, aud Manaen : 


or ſuch Evangeliſts as Timothy and Titus, 
But, 


4. If there be no ſuch extraordinary 
Officers in our Days, ſuperior to Pa- 
ſtors or Elders; or, if there were, and 
they ſhould require any thing ſinful, in 
order to Ordination; then, ordinary 
Paſtors and Elders may, and ought to 
ordain, without their Concurrence. 


to be confidered. 


Here are two Suppoſitions diſtintly 


1. 'Tis ſuppoſed, that in our Days, 
there are no ſuch extraordinary Offi- 


cers, ſuperior to Paſtors and Elders, 


like the Apoſtles, or Prophets, or Evan- 
geliſts, in the Primitive Church. And 
this is no new, or ungrounded Suppoſi- 
tion: This has been generally agreed 

unto, 


| 
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unto that theſe Offices of Apoſtles, and 
Prophets, and Evangeliſts, were æxtraordi- 
nary and temporary, and is warranted 

by thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, Eph, 
4. 11. He gave ſome, Apoſtles; And ſome, 
Prophets ; And ſome, Ewvangeliſts, And 
ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, As to the 
Office of an Evangeliſt, in the proper 
ſenſe, I know of none that pretend to 
it. As for the Gift of Prophecy, few, 
or none, in our Days, can make good 
their Pretences to it. Many indeed. 
contend earneſtly for the Reality and 
Neceſſity of an Order, or Office, ſupe- 
rior to that of Presbyters, or Elders 
' and ſuch who ſhould be inveſted in it, 
| as the more peculiar and proper Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, without whom, 
Ordination mult not be performed, to 
whom they appropiate the Name of 
Biſhop. It can't be expected, that I 
ſhould, in the remaining Part of this 
| Diſcourſe, examin all that is ſaid for, 
or againſt this Opinion. It we keep 
cloſe to Scripture (which I at hrſt pro- 
pounded) we may obſerve, that the 
Apoſtles had an immediate and extraor- 
dinary Call and Miſſion : That they were 


| to 
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to be Eye-witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection: That they had the Power of 
working Miracles: That they were un- 
der the ſpecial Influence, and infallible 
Guidance of the Holy Spirit: That 
they had no limited, or fixed Charge: 
That they had a Juriſdiction over all 
the Paſtors and Churches. wherever they 
came. Now, in theſe Things, *tis not 
pretended they have, or that tis need- 
ful they ſhould have any Fucceſſors. 
There are indeed, other Parts of 
their Office, in which, as is neceſlarv, 
they always had, and ever will have 
Succeſſors. Such as praying, preaching, 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments; 
and alſo the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and 
Power, or Authority, to ordain others 
to ſucceed them. The three Firſt of 
theſe, it is owned on all Hands, do 
belong to every Elder and Paſtor: As 
for the next, there are many of our 
Brethren, who ſeem very earneſt for the 
Neceſlity of an Epiſcopal Order, ſuperi- 
or to that of a Presbyter, who are very 
angry, when they are told, that the 
Presbyters are deprived of, or unduly 
debared from the Exerciſe of Diſci- 


pline, 
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pline. In what then, do theſe Biſhops 
ſucceed the Apoſtles, wherein ev 
Presbyter, or Paſtor, does not? What is 
peculiar, or extraordinary, that belon 
ro them above others? Nothing it 
{:ems remains, but the Power of Ordi- 
nation, according to that old Saying, 
Quid facit Epiſcopus, quod non facit Preſ- 
byter, except a ſola ordinatione? ,, _ 
But is this Ordination a work ; N 
ſuperior to, or more neceſſary than that 
of Preaching, and adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments? By no means; ſure, one would 
think this Ordination to be a very extra- 
ordinary thing, that for the ſake there- 
of alone, 'tis ſo neceſſary the Extraor- 
dinary Officers muſt have Succeflors : 
Or rather, is not this an extraordinar 
Argument, to provethat Dioceſan Biſhops 
ſuperior to Presbyters, only can Ordain, 
becauſe the Power of Ordination only 
belongs to them; which, in other words, 
is begging the Queſtion, or taking that 
for granted, which is the very thing to 
be proved. 


2. The other Suppoſition is this, That 
if there were any ſuch who did in a 


more 
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more eſpecial Manner, ſucceed the A- 
poſtles, e*c. yet, that they may require 
ſome thinęs ſinful, in order to Ordinati- 
on. And this is no groundleſs Suppoſiti- 
on, or uncharitable Surmiſe, conſidering 
they are not under an Infallable Gui- 
dance; and ſeeing we are ſure this has 
been done by thoſe in the Roman Com- 
munion, who have made great ſtir 
about their being the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles. And morcover, it deſerves ſe- 
rious Conſideration how far any Perſons 
may require, yea, cr ought to be encou- 
raged, and ſubmitted to, in the impo- 
ſing of unneceſſary, if not otherwiſe un- 
warrantable Oaths and Subſcriptions, 
and that to the Excluſion of many 
from the Work and Office of the Mini- 
ſtry, whom God has fitted for, and 
called to this Work; and whoſe La- 
bours, that might be very uſeful, are 
much wanted, and defired. 

Well then, in caſe of both, or ei- 
ther of theſe ſuppoſitions I ſay, ordi- 
nary Paſtors or Elders may, and ſhould 
perform this Work of Ordination. And 
for the further Proof thereof, I refer 
you to thoſe cogent Arguments, which 


alc 
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are ſo well managed by Mr. Calamy;* 

and, as yet, remain unanſwered, viz. 

The Identity of Biſhops and Presbyters ; 

The Power of Ordination is inherent in, 

and inſeparable from the Office of a Preſ- 

byter: Ordinations by Presbyters,are con- 

formate to the Scriptures: And the Ends 
; of Ordination are as effeFuaily anſwered. 
this May, as where Dioceſan Biſhops are 
the Perſons that officiate, 

2. The next thing to beenquired in- 
to, is the Mauner in which this Ordi- 
nation, we are ſpeaking of, is to be per- 
formed. | SIP 

And here we find, the Scripture men- 
tions this to be done with Faſting and 
Prayer, and Impoſitien of hands. This. 
appears, from the | laces already menti- 
oned ; particularly, you may read, As 
13. 3. 14. 23. I will not inſiſt on the 
Practice, or Cuſtom of Faſting and Pray- 
er on this, or ſuch like ſolemn Occaſions, 
becauſe the thing is not diſputed ; the 
Meaning is more known, and Neceſſity 
more apparent, than the Rite of Layivg 
, on of Hands: Of which therefore, I 


—— — — —— —ü—ñk—— — 
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* Def. of Mod. Nonconſor mity. Part 1. p. 70 
125, See alſo, Serie e Orama jon; by Mr. Fants Owen. 


will 
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will ſpeak a few Words. And becauſe 
I cannot explain this Matter better, or in 
fewer Words than is done, by the Re- 
verend Profeſſor, I itſus, in his Life 
of Timothy; TI! tranſlate his Words. 
+ © Fhis Rite of laying on of Hands, 
« ſike moſt df thoſe uſed in the New 
* Teſtament, is taken from he Cu- 
« ſtom of the Jews. It was chiefly uſed in 
* Ordinations and Conſecrations to ſome 
* Office, either Political or Eccleſiaſtical. 
* Inthis manner Foſhna was conſecrated 
* by Moſes, Numb. 27. 18. Deut. 24-1 1. 
Likewiſe, the Lewites. Numb. 8.1 

* And afterwards the Rabbi s and Td 
* es, among the Jews, were inveſted 
* by the ſame Rite. From thence this 
wy Rite came to be uſed in the Churches 
* ſettled by the Apoſtles. Thus, the 
* Deacons were ordain'd, As 6. 6. and 
e afterwards all other Eccleſiaſtical 
Officers. This Rite was then acom- 
* panied and followed, for the moſt 
part, with a large meaſure of 1710 
*© tual Gifts or Graces. AFs 8. 1 
and 19. 6. This [mpoſition of Hands 
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TW:iþi Exercit, De vita Tim. p- 337, 32. 
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tho' it be not oy. #4 a Sacra- 
ment, ſignifying and ſealing any Gift 
or Grace by Divine Ixſtitution, as 
the Romaniſts falſely pretend : Yet, 
it contains many and great Myſteries 
or Signiſications. 1. By this Rite, 
the Perſon to be Ordain'd was pre- 
ſented to God and the People, 
ſet before them. and, as it were, 
cſpouſed to both. Numb. 8. 10. 
2. It was a ſign of Benediction, de- 
ſired by Men, and to be conferred 
by God, Ger. 48. 14. Mark 10. 16. 
2. It was a Symbol of the Deſcent of 


the Holy Spirit with his Gifts, Deut. 


34. 9. 4. It might ſerve to inſtruct 
the Perſon to be Ordained, That the 
Sins of the People ſhould in a ſenſe 
be upon him. The Cuſtom was to 
put their Hands on the Sacriſices, and 
ſo transfer their Iniquities on them. 
Lev. 1. Chap. 4. and Chap. 16. Thus, 


he that is Ordained may be admo- 


niſhed, that the ſins of the Church 
will be on him, unleſs by his Pray- 
cr, and diligence, and watchfulneſs, 
and Example, he doth do what in 
him lies to prevent them. Hence the 

D Faults 


34 The Neceſſity of a Regular 
** Faults of the Churches of 4/a are 


charged on the Angels, or Miniſters 


of thoſe Churches, Rev. 2. 3. 

To this I will add, the Judgment of 
ſeveral Miniſters in New England, in one 
of their ſtated Aſſemblies, viz. © Impo- 
** ſition of Hands having been a Rite, 
** which the People of God, under the 
Old Teſtament, in his Name, ap- 
** apply'd to ſuch Purpoſes, as a Bene- 
dition of a Perſon; a Deſignation to 


Ce 


= 
cc 


cc 


to be preſented to God ; and a De- 
volution of certain Burthens, on the 
Heads of ſuch as were treated with 
it: The Lord hath continued this 
© Rite, in the ordaining of Church- 


c 


Lg 


A 


c 


a Function; and Ollation of what was 


Officers, with ſome Eye to ſuch In- 


* tents and Purpoles. | 

The Expediency, if not Neceſſity of 
the uſe of this Rite, appears from what 
has been ſaid of its being practisd by 
the Apoſtles, and might be ſhewn to 
have been the conſtant practice of the 
Church: Of ſo great moment was this 
eſteemed, that the whole Ordinance is 


＋ Mr. Cotton Mather's 30 Important Caſts. p. 39: : 


deno- 
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denominated from hence, as 1 Tim. 4. 
14. 3. 22. and 2 Tia. 1. 6. It is 
like that breaking of the Bread at the 
Lord's Supper and I think tis very faulty 
to omit the uſe thereof, tho' I dare not 
ſay the Ordination is a Nullity, where 
this is wanting; eſpecially, where the 
Lawfulneſs is doubted. I would be 
very loth to imitate the Papiſts in their 


 Reaſonings againſt the Proteſtants, who 


at every turn, are for decrying their 
Ordinations as Nullities; nor lay greater 
ſtreſs upon a Nicety, than upon the 
main Subſtance ; of which you may ſee 
more in that Book of Mr. Calamy's, be- 
fore referred unto. F 

What I have ſaid ſhall ſerve for the 


_ explaining what is meant by this ordi- 


nary External Miſſion. 


Secondly, J proceed to prove the Ne- 
ceſſity thereof, or that tis requiſite be- 
fore any Man ought to preach. 

To prevent Miſtakes, I deſire not 
only, that it be remembred that I am 


| ſtill ſpeaking of ordinary Caſes; but 


alſo, that I ſuppoſe a ſettled and prof- 


1 Def. ot Mod. Nonconf. part I. p. 38. 62. 
D 2 perous 
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perous Church, excepting Times and 
Caſes of Perſecution and Diſperſion, or 
the like, where this Ordination cannot 
be had: And further, I defire to premiſe 
two Things. 

t. That I ſpeak of public preaching 
the Word, in the Churches or Aſſem- 
blies of Chriſtians, not of private ex- 
pounding, or diſcourſing of the Scrip- 
ture in the Houſes of private Chriſti- 
ans. Moſes was read in the Synagogue 
every Sabbath-day, and there were Or- 
dained Officers for the expounding the 
Law of old, in Publick. Yet 'twas the 
Duty of every Maſter of a Family, not 
only to have the. Words of God in his 
heart, but to teach them diligently unto 
Bis Children, and to talk of them when he 

fate in his houſe, and when he 
Sox 6. walked by the Way, and when he 

g lay down, and when be roſe 
up. And in the New Teſtament 
we read of the Church which was 
in Aquila and Priſcilla's Houſe, and in 
Nymphas his Houſe, and in Philemon's 
Houſe. * The Houſes of theſe Perſons, 
ſaith T heodoret, (as Dr. Whitby tells us) 
are called Churches, becanſe all the Mem- 


| * Rom 16. . 1 Cor. 16. 19. Col. 4. 15. Pilem. „ 


hes . — 


teach, and whether their La- 
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bers were illuſtrious for piety. And if 
the Houſes of Chriſtians ſhould be like 
Churches, the Matter of the Family 
ſhould be as a Prieſt and Prophet there, 
offering np daily Szcrifices of I'rayer and 
raiſe to God, and that Morning and 
Evening, like the daily Sacriſies of old; 
adminiſtring Iuſtruction from God's 


Word, which ſhould be read with Un- 


derſtanding, and may be apply'd there 


as occaſion requires. I wiſh this Work 


of a Prieſt and Prophet were more uni- 
verſally and conſtantly performed, by 
thoſe who like well enovgh to be 
Kings in their Families, if they do not 
ſometimes act the part of a Tyrant there. 
2. I ſpeak of conſtant and conti- 
ual preaching in Publick. So that 1 
would not be thought to oppoſe the 
neceſſary Preaching of Candidates, as 
Probationers for the Miniſtry, for ſome 
time : No, this is requilite, that it'may 
be known, whether they are, _ 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, apt to "gan 3:2: 
bours are deſired, or like to be uſeful. 
It cannot be determin'd as to all, haw 
long time ſhall be allow'd for this, * 
| N 
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I think care ſhould be taken, that none 
do preach, even as Candidates, with- 
out ſome previous Examination and 
Allowance.nor ſuffer'd to continue too 
long without Ordination : And alſo 
that ſome diſtinction ſhould be made 
between theſe and ſuch as are ordained, 
Perhaps this diſtinction would not be 
| improper, that the Candidates ſhould 
pronounce the uſual Benediction at the 
cloſe of Publick Worſhip, i» manner of 
a Prayer, ſaying, The Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. be with us, and not 
Aut horitatively, as one ſent of God to 
bleſs the People; ſaying, The Grace of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you. The 
Former being a Prayer, a private Chri- 
ſtian may offer it up to God ; the Lat- 
ter importing a Miſſion, or Commiſſion 
ſo to do, ſhould not be pronounced by 
thoſe who are not ſent. Saith the 
Apoſtle, Without all contradiition, the 
leſs is bleſſed of the better. Heb. 7. 7. 
And 'twas the Prieſt's Office, of old, 
to bleſs the People. And this diſti n- 
ction I mentioned, ſeems to be requi- 
red between the Presbyters and Dea- 
cons in the Church of England ; for, 2 
| tne 
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the cloſe of the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, appointed by the Liturgy, which 
may be read by a Deacon. the Ber? 
dition is only precatory. But that in 
the cloſe of the Communion: Ser vice, 
which is to be performed by none un- 
der the Office of a Presbyter, is ex- 
preſſed otherwiſe, and more Authorita- 
tively, And further, tis ob'crvable, 
in the Rubrick belonging to the Litur- 
gy, mention is ſometimes made of the 
Miniſter, and ſometimes of the Prieſt, 
or Presbyter, and ſay they who have 
ſtudied theſe things; when the Rubric 
ſaith, the Prieſt ſhall ſay ſo or ſo. That 
which follows ought not to be ſaid by 
a Deacon,particularly, the Form of Ab- 
ſolution, at the beginning of Morning 
and Evening Prayer, and in the order 
for the viſitation of the ſick; as alſo, 
in the Benediction, at the cloſe of the 
Communion, I have been thus long on 
this Matter, to ſhew this is not a pri- 
vate Fancy of my own, but that which 
ſeems to be founded on good reaſon, 
and what I would therefore earneſtly 
defire, might be obſerved by Candidates 
tor the Miniſtry, if they have ſo much 

D 4 mo- 
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modeſty as to be willing the People 
ſhould not think them to be, what 
they are not, Ordained Miniſters. 

Theſe Things being premiſed, the 
proof of the neceſſity of ſuch a Miſſi- 
on, or Ordination, as has been ex- 
plained, may be made from ſuch Ar- 
guments as theſe, 


1. We find a Command for this 
thing, and Directions about it in Scrip- 
ture. The Command is that to Titas, 
Tit. 1. 5. That he ſhould ordain Elders 
in every City. For this very purpole, 
St. Paul ſaith, he left him in Crete, to- 
gether with that other mention'd, the 
ſetting in order what was wanting. This 
Ordination therefore, was no more ne- 
ceſſary, only for that time, than due 
regulating and ordering, or governing 
the Aﬀairs of the Church was; nor 
was this work any more peculiar to 
Titus his Perſon, or Office, than the 
other. A plain Direò ion concerning this 
Matter, that is given to Timothy, 1 Tim. 
5. 22. Lay hands ſuddenly on no Max. 
i. e. without due regard, being firſt 
had to the qualifications of the * 

| | Wno 
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who deſires to be ordain'd. This brings 
me to a a 


2d Argument. We find in Scripture, 
the neceilary qualifications of a Miuiſter 
of the Goſpel expreſſed ; and that as for 
other Ends. fo in order to their Ordi— 
nation. What the neceflary qualifica- 
tions of a Miniſter are, Icamot now 
at large explain. It muſt be couſider- 
ed, Some are deſirable, that cannot be 
proved neceſſary. And I think none 
ſhould be made neceſſiry by Humane 
Injunctions, that are not made ſo by 
Divine Appointment; eſpecially, ſince 
thoſe God requires are ſo many and 
great, that if none were admitted with- 
out theſe, we ſhould ſoon find a great 
want of Miniſters ; eſpecially, if ſuch 
as had theſe qualifications were ejected 
alſo, for not conforming to Humane 
Impoſitions. I believe the Church was 
never ſo over-{tock'dwithMiniſters, ſince 
the beginning of Chriſtianity, as that 
any one Nation ſhould be able, with- 
out vaſt Injury done to Souls, to lofe 
in one Day, many Hundreds of Mini- 
ſters ſo qualified as the Scripture men- 
tions 
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tions and requires; as, 1 Tim. 3. 2— 
8. 2 Tim. 3. 24, 25. Titus 1. 6—10. 
If you will conſult thoſe places, which 
are too long now to tranſcribe, you 
would find what the qualifications of a 
Biſhop, or Elder, ſhould be. And that 
they are ſet down in order to their Or- 
dination, is plain, not only becauſe 
they are ſuch as are diſcernable to 
others, as well as themſelves, but are 
given in charge for the Evangeliſts, 
Timothy and J itus, to obſerve; who 
were to ſettle Churches, and ordain El- 
ders: And alſo theſe qualifications of 
a Biſhop, or Elder, do immediately 
follow upon thoſe words to Titus; J 
left thee in Crete, to ordain Elders in 
every City, as I had appointed thee. 
Now, can it be thought that theſe 
qualifications of a Miniſter ſhould in 
this Connection, be ſet down in Scrip- 
ture, if it was not neeeſſary they ſhould 
be enquired after,and that ſuch as have 
them ſhould be Ordained. 


3. we find it was the practice of the 
Apoſtles and others in Scripture-times, 
and during their abode upon _ 

| e 
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The practice of the Apoſtles is certainly 
of great weight. if we conſider and be- 
lieve that promiſe was fulfilled, where 
Chriſt tells them he would ſend the 
Spirit to guide them into all 
Truth, and teach them all 1 70 by 
things. Eſpecially, that pra- wry 
Rice of theirs, which is handed down 
to us by infallible and impartial hands; 
ſuch practices, eſpecially as to the or- 
dering of the Affairs of the Church, 
in which Precepts are not ſo plain and 
frequent as with reſpe& to Doctrines 
and ſome other Actions required from 
us, muſt be thought very obligatory : 
And this ſeems one great End why that 
excellent portion of Sacred Scripture 
(the AFs of the Apoſiles) was written, 
Now, from the places already mention- 
ed, which I will not repeat, that 'twas 
the practice of the Apoſtles and others 
in their Days, to Ordain Elders, is 
moſt evident. 


4. The Conſentaneous Practice of 
the Univerſal Church in allAges, proves 
this Neceſſity. It muſt be confeſſed, 
that fo far as any thing can be proved 
5 to 


- . 
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to have been the practice of the Uni- 
verſal Church, and that from the be- 
gining, and ſucceſſively in all Ages, 
and is agreeable to the practice of the 
Apoſtles too, (as for Inſtance, is that 
of the Obſervation of the Firſt Day of 
the Week as the Chriſtian Sabbath, and 
this thing I am proving the neceſſity 
of) deſerves our regard. And this the 
Apoſtle, it may be, enjoyns, when he 
ſaith, If any Man ſeem to be contentions, 
We have no ſuch cuſtom, nor 
2 Cor. 11. 6. fe Churches of God. I grant 
indeed, this Argument is very liable to be 
abuſed, and many times tis hard to be 
proved what has been obſerved as an 
univerſal and conſtant practice of the 
Churches; eſpecially, conſidering the 
early Corruptions that crept into the 
Churches, and the Fallability of the 
beſt Humane Writers, not to inſiſt on 
their partiality, and the Injury their 
Writings have, or may have received 
from Men addicted to ſelf-Intereſt, or 
a Party ſince they were dead: And 
therefore, any further than this practice 
is agreeable to the Scriptures, or con- 
firmed thereby, it is of leſs weight. 
| 5. We 


5. We may argue for the neceſſity 
of this Ordination, from the many and 
great Inconveniences that ſeem neceſſa- 
rily to follow upon the neglect thereof. 


And an Argument drawn from the 
Topick of Inconveniencies, is ſtrong, 
when all of them, or the moſt and 
greateſt, lie all cn one fide, as they 


do in the Caſe before us; eſpeci- 


ally, if no more be required of thoſe 


that are to be Ordained, than the 
Scripture requires. Were Men permitted 
to preach, or rather ſhould Men dare 
to venture on this Work, who are not 
ſent, then all Order in the Church 
' would be ſubverted; The Diſtinction 
between Miniſters and People would be 
deſtroyed ; The mutual Duties the 
Word of God requires from them, 


would be impoſſible to be performed; 


A wide Gap would be opened to all 
pretenders; not to ſay encouragement 
would be given to them; The Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt would be expoſed to 
pollution and contempt; The Church 
would be in danger to be over-run with 
Errors and Hereſies, and to be broken 


In 
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in pieces by Schiſms and Diviſions ; and 
the Souls of Men would be greatly in- 
jured by the Ignorance and Errors of 
ſelf-conceited Men. 


6. We may argue from the conſtant 
uſage of all Nations and Societies, to 
inveſt Perſons in Office, and admit them 
to it by ſome ſolemn Rite or other. 
We ſee, all Nations and Societies re- 
quire more than a meer fitneſs to per- 
form the Duties of an Office, before 
any one be a Magiſtrate, or an Officer, 
or be allowed to act as ſuch : Some ſo- 
lemn Inveſtiture is required, by which 
they are diſtinguiſhed from others, or 
permitted to act. Let a Man be never 
ſo well qualified, he muſt have his 
Commiſſion before he can act as a Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace: He muſt be ſworn, 
before he can do the Duty of a Con- 
ſtable, or inferiour Officer. A Man that 
underſtands Phyſick never ſo well, muſt 
have a Licenſe before he ſhould practiſe 
it. And 'tis ſtrange, if the Officers of 
Chriſt's Church ſhould be the only Per- 
ſons without any Inveſtiture, or Com- 
miſſion, or that their work ſhould lie 


open, 


Miſſion to the Miniſtry. 47 
open, and in common to every Man 
that thinks himſelf fit to perform it. If 
this Notion ſhould prevail, (which God 
forbid) it would ſoon make way forthe 
deſpiſing, yea, contemning thoſe invalu- 
able GiftsChriſt beſtowed on hisChurch 
athis Aſcention, when he led Captivity 
Captive; and which are ſo neceſſary 
for the perfecting of the Saints, and 
the Edifying of his Body. Eph. 4 10, 
11, 12. 

To conclude, tho' as on the one 
hand, I dare not deſpiſe any whoſeEn- 
deavours God has bleſſed to the good 
of Souls; nor on the other hand, ſay, 
That Succeſs alone is always a proof 
of a Divine Miſhon; yet I will ſay, He 
that is not ſent of God, both with an 
Internal and External Miſſion too, hath 
little or no Reaſon to expect a Divine 
Bleſſing, or Reward: For, ſaid God of 
old, by the Prophet Jeremiah, I haue 
not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran 3 I 
have not ſpoken to them, yet they prophe- 


fred. I ſent them not, nor commanded 
them; therefore, they ſhall not profit this 


People at all, faith the Lord, Jer. 23. 
21, 32. 


A 
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A large Application might be made 
of this Diſcourſe, 2nd very ſuitable to 
our times; particularly, by expatiating 


on the following Interences, from what 
has been ſaid. 


1. How cxcellent and neceſſary is the 
work of Freaching? This is by ſome 
reckoned a mean, if not a needleſs 
thing; but, tis in reality, no leſs need- 
ful nor honourable than Aminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, or any other work 
of a Chriſtian Biſhop, or Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. You ſee this in my Text 
mention'd, as the great work to which 
the Apoſtles and others are ſent of 
God. Inſtead of my cnlarging on this 
Head, I refer my Reader to that exel- 
lent Difcom ſe of the Reverend Dr. John 
Edwards.cntituled The Preacher: Where 
he will find it proved that preaching 3s 
the moſt eminent part of a Clergy-man's 
Duty. Who they are who diſparage and 
wilifie this Office, viz. The Racovians, 
Epiſcopians, and Hobbiſts ; and that 
Preaching in ſome reſpecte, is preferable 
to Praying, and as . nom as in the 
primitive times of the Goſpel ; with many 
Other 


of the Goſpel, and how high!y 


ſhould make our glorying void, 
and with him to magnifie our 
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other matters, well worth any Man's 
reading and Conſideration. 

2. How honourable are the Preachers 
ought they to be eſteemed for TOO BOD 
their works ſake 2 This is the very Infe- 
rence the Apoſtle makes in the words 
immediately followiag my Text, which 
are theſe, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach —_ gee "ps 
the (Goſpel of peace, and bring 
ela4 tidings of good things 2 I know an 
Enlargement on this Head would look 
like a vain-glorying in us, and Men 
would be apt to count us to act like 
Fools herein; and I heartily, wiſh we 
had more fenſe of our Infirmities, and 
occaſion to glory in our ſucceſs that 
God has given us. Yer, ſeeing there 
are ſo many who diſparage the Office, 
and deny our having any ſhare therein, 
who muſt own, th we preach the Goſpel, 
have nothing in our ſelves to glory of; yet 
why may we not with mcdeſty, and 
yet becoming confidence, ſay with the 
Apoftle, It were better for 


us to die than that any Man * at alan 


Rom, 11. 13. 
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The greateſt Eſteem we deſire any to 
ſhew to us 2s Preachers of the Goſpel, 
we can truly ſay, is that they would 
regard and conform themſelves to the 
Goſpel we preach ; and could we find 
this, we could be well ſatisfied. tho' 
ot her Evidences of their Love and Eſteem 
for our Perſons were wanting. O that 
Men would but receive the Treaſure, 
tho the Earthen Veſſels that bring it 
were never ſo much contemned, or 
broken in pieces! 

3. We may infer, That Preaching 
ſhould be managed and attended upon 
in the beſt manner. Did the Preacher 
duly conſider in whoſe Name he comes, 
in whoſe Room he ſtands, and what he 
is doing when he preacheth, even trea- 
ting with poor dying Sinners, as God's 
Ambafladour, about matters of the 
apo moment, about things that re- 
ate to Eternity, into which we are all 
haſtning, about the Concernments of 
our Immortal Souls, with what ſtudy 
and care would he compoſe his Ser- 
mons, with what ſincerity and affection 
would he ſpeak to his Auditory, and 
how diligent, leſt he contradi& or 
undo all he faith, by his —— 4 

c 
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leſt he be like a Hand in the Road 
that points to others the way they 
ſhould go, but never moves it ſelf: Or, 
in the poſtle's Phraſe, after 
he has preached to others, be : 
himſelf a Caſt-away. And did the Hea- 
rers duly conſider ſuch things as have 
been mention'd, and that when they 
are hearing one Sermon it may be they 
{hall never hear another, but ſoon go 
before the Judgment-Seat ; how ſerious 
and attentive would they be ? This 
would effectually prevent ſuch ſleeping, 
or gazing, or whiſpering, or it may be 
laughing, which is a ſcandal to the 
name of a Chriſtian; yet too often 


Cor. 9. 27. 


found in ſome Aſſemblies. How hum- 


ble and tractable would the Feople tnen 
be, and careful-to be Doers 

of the Word, not Hearers only, PR ty: 
decerving their own ſelves. 

4. If the Preachers of the Word are 
thus ſent of God, how doleful and mi- 
ſerable will the caſe of thoſe be, who 
will not believe and practiſe the Word 
of God they are ſent to preach ? I men- 
tion this becauſe it follows ſoon after 
the Words of mY Text, But they have 


not 
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rot all obeyed the Goſpel: for 
Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath 
believed onr report? This, alas, was the 
mournfal Complaint of Iſaiah, and of 
the Apoſtles themſelves,and how much 
Cauſe is there for it in our Days? May 
not we weep in ſecret hecauſe of Mens 
Pride, Infidelity and Obſtinacy? Alas! 
For thoſe who will not underſtand. 
How will they endure the remorſe of 
their own Conſciences another Day, 
when they ſhall ſay thus within them- 
ſelves, *Twas the will of God declared 
in his Word, that I ſhould be ſaved, 
had I not rejected the Counſel of God 
againſt my ſelf. He afforded me the 
neceſſary and apt means for Salvation, 
which, had it not been my own fault, 
would have proved ſufficient and effe- 
ctual; but I abuſed this Grace, and re- 
c2ived it in vain. I cannot fay I pe- 
riſh becauſe I never heard of a Saviour, 


Rom. 10. 16, 


nor was any Salvation offered to me, 


for God ſent many of his Miniſters to 
me: O the ſound that might have been 
Joyful to me, ſtill ſounds in mine Ears 
with a terrible Accent! For, through 
my own Wilfulneſs, their Arguments, 
and Entreaties, and Tears, and the 


Calls 


| 
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Calls of God and Chriſt by them, and 
the ſtrivings of the Spirit in and with 
their Word, were in vain, O that Men 
would think before *tis too late, how 
they will endure ſuch gnawings of the 
never-dying Worm ! Great 1s the ad- 
vantage of having the Goſpel preached, 
but more dreadful will our Condcmna- 
tion be, if it be diſregarded, disbelie- 
ved, or diſobeyed. It will be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, in 
the Day of Judgment. than for ſuch 
as periſh from under the Freaching of 
the Gofpel. With what delight will 
holy Miniſters ſee thoſe at the laſt Day, 
who were converted and ſaved by their 
Preaching ? But how terrible will the 
ſight of them, and the Remembrance 
of their Sermons be, to diſobedient and 

condemned Sinners! 
5. How careful or cautious ſhould 

| 3 
we be, leſt we deny the Miſſion of thoſe 
whom God has ſent, or go about to 
nullify their Adminiſtrations; eſpecis 
ally, if this be only for the want of 
ſome things we eſteem neceſſary, or 
have made ſo, but Cod never required? 
How ſhould we fear diſowning thoſe 
whom God has ſent and ſucceeded, 


and 
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and will own at laſt. Who ; 
art thou that judgeſt another . 1 4 
Man's Servant? To his own Maſter ho 
ſtandeth or 11 Let us live under 
the awe of that Command, udge not 
left you be judged, I can't but ſtand 
amaz'd to ſee how freely ſome Men de- 
nounce their Azathema's, and condemn 
their Neighbours to the Pit of Hell, 
for want of what they reckon the only 
valid Adminiſtration of Goſpel Ordi- 
nances, or for being, as they fancy, 
Schiſmaticks from the Body of Chriſt. 
How will ſuch Men be confounded, if 
at laſt they ſhould ſee many of theſe 
entering into the Kingdom of God, 
and they themſelves ſhut out ; or how 
will they alter their Minds, if both of 
them enter in! 

6. From what has been ſaid, I might 
at large warn all Perſons that they do 
not meddle with the work of Preaching 
they are neither fit for, nor ſent unto, 
*That in the Prophet's Phraſe, they do 
not run who are not ſent. Remember, 
tis a dangerous thing thus to prophane 
Gad's Ordinance, to break down this 
neceſſary Fence againſt thoſe many In- 

conveniences which have been —_ 
4 ” 
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on'd. No Man ſhould take this Office 


upon himſelf, and to prevent multipli- 


city of Heads, the People are to be 
warned, leſt they encourage ſuch as 

will venture to intrude, or be like thoſe 
the Apoſtle tells Timothy, would ariſe. 
2 Ep. 4. 3, 4. Perſons that will not en- 
dure ſound Doctrine, but after their own: 
[uſts, will beap . to themſelves Teachers, 
having itching Ears, who will turn away 
theirE.ars from the Truth. and be turned nitto 
Fables. And alſo thoſe that are ſent to 
preach, ſhould be ſtirred up to-the 
greateſt Diligence in their Work, that 
this way they may prevent thoſe Miſ- 
chiefs ; and therefore does St. Pant give 
that ſolemn Charge to Timothy, which 

is enough to make a Miniſter tremble 
when he reads, or hears it. The Werds 
are theſe, I charge thee before God, 4 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judgethe 
Quiet and the Dead, at bis r 
and his Kingdom; Preach the Word, be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, out a ſeaſon ; repreve, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering, «ad 
Doctrine. Watch them in all things, 
wake full proof of thy Mimiſiry. 2 Tam, 
4. 1, 2, 5, It ſigniſies very little fer in 
to exclaim againſt Intruders, and dilate 


upon 
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upon the Excellency of our Office, 
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indeed we are negligent, and if the 


People do plainly perceive that we take 
no heed to fulfill our Miniſtry, they 
will readily ſeek to others that they | 


think or hope will do better. Nothing 
tends more to the diſparagement of the | 
Miniſterial Office, and the bringing the 
Perſons of Preachers into contempt, than 
the Ignorance and Careleſsneſs, and 
Vices of thoſe that miniſter in Sacred 
Things. Theſe things make the Sacri- 
fices,and the Appointments of the Lord, 
to be abhorred. Tl conclude all with 
the Exhortation of St. Paul to Timothy, 
(which concerns, and ſhould encourage | 
all the Miniſters of God's Word.) Give 


attendance unto Reading, to Exhorta-' 


row, to Doctrine. Negled not the 
Gift that it in thee, which was given 
thee with the laying on of the hands of 
the Presbitery. Meditate on theſe things, | 
give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy pro- | 
fiting may appear to all Men, or in all 
things. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto 

Doctrine, continue in them; for in 
f@ doing thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and 
rden that hear thee. 1 Tim. 4. 13-—16. 
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